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MEDITATION 


NECESSITY 


kd 1s demonſtrated, 


The Nzczssrrr of our having a 
Wick ED and BLUNDERING Miniſter, 
and of our being reduced to the laſt 

MN eceſſiuy, in order to our becoming 
2 Great and Flouriſhing Nation. 


Very neceſſary to be Read in all private Fa- 
milies, by all Perſons of both Sexes, and 


of all Ages, whether in N.. Icy, or not 
in Neceſſi. we 


(& By the Author of A Meditation on a Great Man. 


nd 


For it's well known the awed fall, 

Has ever made the Poet dull, 

* to Mr. T--- L--- at the 
Golden A r in Cornhill. 


| . L O ND O N. 
Printed for A. Mooxx, near S. Pauls. 
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Editation is the pure Effect 
of Meditating; and a Medi- 
tator has his Thoughts bent 
upon the Subject on which 
he meditates. To meditate 
is confounded with the Verb 
to ruminate, which is deriy'd from the 
Latin Verb ruminor, to chew the Cud; and 
from hende comes the Engliſb Phraſe of 
nen 5 — chewing 
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chewing the Cul of Underſtandin g. which 


is the lame Thing as to meditate. 


Now I, who have ſeldom any Thing but 
dhe Cid of- "Underſtanding to chew upon, 
am often wrapp'd up in my own Thoughts; 
and having fix'd them upon a Point, am 
entirely abſtracted from every other Idea. 


A wiſe Man, like the Bee, which gathers 
Honey even from Weeds and baneful 
Herbs, takes Advantage of every Accident, 
of all Circumſtances of Life; and by this- 


Means makes himſelf 7 m the very 
worlt. 


Tax Meditation which I now lay before 
the World, ſerv'd me on Thurſday laſt for 
| Breakfaſt, Dinner, and Supper. As I had 
no Proſpe& of giving my Body any Re- 
 freſhment, I was reſolv'd to feed my Mina, 
which I remember'd had often faſted while 
my Belly feaſted: I therefore began to re- 
flect upon the Advantages arifing both in 
publick and private Life from Neceſſity, 


and upon all bal Evid which flow from 
m—_— | | 


I feated eayſelf i in my Wicker-Chair, al | 
Was mc — to the Cries of an 


empry 5 


E 


empty Stomach; and throwing myſelf into 


the Arms of Philoſophy, look'd upon all 


without me as altogether unworthy my At- 
tention, (though 'the Rag-Man, , who has 
the Air of a Philoſopher, caſts many a wiſh- 


ful Look upon my Cloaths.) What, ſaid I, 


is there valuable; what is there deſeryes 


our Efteem in this Life, Wiſdom only ex- 


cepted, which will guide us to its own 

Source? WMiſdom is exempt from the Inju- 
ries of Time: All Things elſe are periſh- 
able; Time demoliſhes them. Wiſdom alone 


_ triumphs over him She gathers Strength by 


his Attacks; and that Strength increaſes with 


the Duration of the Combat. The moſt 
ately Palaces, rear'd to withftand the Force 
of this deſtructive Tyrant Time, fall be- 
neath him. Wiſdom alone, improved with 
Years, grows in proportion more able. to re- 


ſiſt his Efforts Wiſdom's a perpetual 


Feaſt, a ſteady Friend, an unerring Guide, 


and a never-failing Support: She is the 
Refuge of the Diſtreſs'd, and ſupplies our 
Wants by ſetting us above them: She makes 


us more happy than Princes, even while thoſe 
| who are Strangers to her Ways, deſpiſe and 


hun  -* 


Wrrirz I was thus meditating, my 


Thoughts preſented to me W dom, intro- 


B 2 duced 


p 


cc 


5. Sw; ſcem'd to 3 
ſomething in her of Wont too haughty 
and ſevere : She was wrapp'd up in ſeveral 
Garments, one over another, of a very duſ- 
ky Hue. But I had not long gaz'd upon 
her, when, to my great Surprize, her Robes 
fell off, one by one, and chang'd to a dag- 


Y a white as they dropp'd from her: At 


the ſame Time the Severity of her Face al. 
ſum'd a moſt endearing Sweetneſs. 


Ncksslxx addreſs'd herſelf to me in 
theſe Words : © My Son, whom I have now 
« long cheriſh'd, and whom I have never left 
from the Th ime ſome lucky Accidents 
made thee ine, I perceive that lately 
thou art grown uneaſy in my Company, 
which I attribute to thy not being tho- 
roughly acquainted with my Virtues. 
Wiſdom ſhall let thee know me better ; 
and while ſhe opens to thee the many 
Bleſſings I ſhower on Mankind, I will 
withdraw, and take with me my favourite 


Son Hunger, the faithful Companion of 
all thy Ways.” 
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And is it poſſible, ſaid the lovely Dame, | 
whom ſhe left behind, that thou canſt wiſh -. 

to caſt zue off! or haft thou already de- 
| erred my Schools ! 15 Werte! thou not poſ- 


0 el 


* Weak, and Diligence to the {ate : 


. 


"OY 


*. wy by Folly;.or hadſt thou not at leaſt 


“given Ear to her Deluſions, Neceſſity had 
% never laid this Charge before me. Be- 


< lieve me, T oo- eaſy Man, that Neceſſity is, 


© as ſhe has ſaid, productive of every Bleſ- | 


< ſing? It is ſhe who is the Mother of In- 


C vention, who makes the | moſt” Indolent 
& thoughtful, gives Wit to the Stupid, 
4 Courage to the Coward, Strength to the 


It is 
« ſbe who makes the Drunkard ſober, the 


C Vicious chaſte, the Atheiſt pious, and the 
cc Spendthrift frugal. 


« TT is ſhe who gives Eloquence to the 


«. Unlearn?d, and animates the Baſhful; who 


« makes the Glutton temperate, the Cruel 
ec humane, and the Haughty humble. In a 
c word, beſides all theſe Virtues, ſcarcel 
cc. ont thou name a Diſcovery beneficial to 
% Mankind, which is not owing to this ten- 
te der Mother of Arts and Sciences. 


1 7560 "ae abroad ; read the Volume of 'the 
« World, and thou wilt there remark how 
c blind thoſe Nations are who have ba- 


« niſh'd Neceſſity, the friendly Guardian of 


& Mankind, and taken into their Boſoms 


= Plenty, the Bane of Virtue, and Source 


ke of Ruin. To what canſt thou attribute 
EIS 2 | _ the 
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6) 5 
the Dearth of uſeful Knowledge in the » 
Portugueze? to what the Indolence of 
the Spaniſh Nation, but to the Riches of 
their Indies; which having droye away 
Neceſſity, has introduced Pride and en- 


ervating Zaſe, and made theſe N ations the 


Bubbles to all others? 2 


88 Neckss lv is a ſtrong Fortreſs againſt 


Luxury, Stupidity, Negligence, Idle- 


neſs, Pride, and Vanity. Neceſſity is a 
Dyke, which keeps them off; but if once 
that Dyke's broke down (to keep on 
the Metaphor,) an Inundation of Vice 
neceſſarily follows, and ſwallows ever: 
uſeful Art and Science, which are loſt in 
the Deluge of the mix'd Waters of Pride 
and Indolence. 8 


15 Wnar rais?d the Via of the En 2410 
Nation in Ages paſt, but the Wiſdom, of 
thoſe Princes, who underſtanding the Ad- 

vantages of Neceſſity, drein'd the Sub- 
Jett, and by rendering them poor, made 
them daring in War, and mgenious in 
Peace. Who ever knew a Miſer brave, 
or a Man wallowing in Riches, and gi- 


ven up to his — ſtudious and inyen- 
tive: ? | i 


ee 


(71). 


<« Loox upon thy Country, and ſee how 

« deſpicable a Figure ſhe is (very ſoon) 

„ likely to make, by her firſt Miniſter's 

1 “ indulging the Ignorance of the People, 

« and miſtaking the true Intereſt of the 
« Nation; for he endeavours, by everx 
« Means, to make Trade ſtill more flou- 
“s riſhing, and thus to introduce greater 
& Plenty, the infallible Way to drown, and 
& entirely loſe the warlike Genius of the 
-R . © Britons; nay, the Plenty for which 
they are now enyied by the Ignorant, 
makes them already languiſn after Peace, 
& (though with leſs Honour than they 
were us'd to give it,) that they may enjoy 
c what they term the Bleſſings of the Pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration. I can't join the E- 
* pithet of w/e, fince ſuch a Policy is 
<« manifeſtly deſtructive; and if the ſame 
Miniſter continues, and continues in the 
„ miſtaken Road he now purſues, Ne- 
4 cefſity, and every Virtue will fly be- 
“ fore the Face of Riches: Jalene ſs will 
_ - poſſeſs the People, and you muſt hire 
« your neceſſitous Neighbours to till your 
“ Grounds, for the Engliſb will be too 
proud for Labour. £ — 
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from among you. For, 


(4) 


Do'sr thou not already ſee the Conſe- 
te quence. of this Miſtake in the .Minifter ? 
6 Are not Crimes grown common which 


„ were once unknown to, and heard by the 
« Engliſh with Horror and Deteſtation, and 
„ which ſeem to gather Strength by Puniſh- 
c ment? To what can theſe hemous Crimes 
c he attributed, but to the Idleneſs of chefe 


8 wretched Days of Affluence! 


IT is owing to your Adminiſtration 
& that y our Trade is in ſo flouriſþing a Cun- 
bo ph which has in a manner baniſh'd 
E Keel, ity; and if Trade ſtill increaſes, 

4 25 it infallibly muſt, by the preſent Ma- 

« nagement, to what a deplorable Condi- 
« tion muſt theſe Kingdoms be brought, by 
« the fatal Tenderneſs of that Great Man who 
6 preſides in all the Councils! As the politick 


| 6 and natural Body may aptly be compar'd 


« with each other, ſo may we compare pub- 
e lic with private Life; and as in the latter, 


&. the indiſcreet Fondue ſa of a Mother proves 
< the Ruin of the Child, ſo in the: former; 
“ the too great Anxiety of a Miniſter to 


* * enrich his. Country, and; indulge the Peo-— 
ple in their Eaſe, muſt. be as pernicious 
to the publick Good, and baniſh Virtue 


4 


on Tur 


ce 
cc 
7 


631 


« ThE Mind of Man is an active Prin- 
ciple; and Men are naturally more prone 
to Humour than to curb their Appetites; z 


and when Time hangs upon their Hands, 


they will ſtudy only the Gratification of 
their Paſſions; and the Mind will ra- 
ther be plu ng d in Vice, and. bent on 


Miſchief, than remain in a State of In- 
activity. 


« You have already Proofs of theſe Con- 


. ſequences of Plenty and Eaſe : You are 
© like young Cattle in luxurious Paſture, 


and ready to gore each other out of meer 
Wantonneſs : Lou have inteſtine Divi- 


ſions, invidious Diſtinctions, a Number 


of Schiſms, and new Sects propagated 
among you; and a viſible Decay of Piety 
is allow d on all Hands: Can you charge 
theſe Misfortunes on any Thing but Ex- 


ceſs of Ialeneſs? and does not your Idle- 
neſs ſpring from your great Hane 7 


< Hap Nezeſſity oblig d each Man to 


look ſtrictly into his own Affairs, and 
the Care of providing for himſelf and 
Family wholly employ'd his Thoughts, 
theſe Diviſions, Feuds, and invidious 
eee; theſe Gelid, Which are 

1 


| 
| 
. 
| 
: 
| 
[ 
| 


(10) : 


cc the Infants of Melancholy and idle Brains 
c could never have had Birth; and thoſe - 


« who now carp at their Superiors, and 
« canvaſs the Actions of their Governors, 

« (for Mankind is never to be ſatisfied, 
cc would have had their reſtleſs Thoughts 
« puſied in getting Bread, and —_—_ S :, 
5 aol. 


| & AprtLUENCE cakes away the Efficacy 

& of Example; or otherwiſe, that of the 

« Great Man at the Helm of your Empire, 

& would render you a People as amiable for 

“ your Virtues, as you are now confpicu- 
F P 

d ous for your Riches. 


« Dxp not his Fondneſs for his Country 
c hlind him to its true Intereſt, he would 
„ ſhine the brighteſt, the moſt illuſtrious 
ot Character i in Hiſtory. e 


« A ſevere Surgeon is humane, and per- : 
c forms the moſt deſperate Cures; whereas 
« a tender-hearted Man may be term'd cruel, 


„ for he kills his Patient, that he may nt 
vc hurt him. 


< IT is the ſame Thing with a firſt Mi- 
“ niſter: He muſt conſult the Good, and 
- 56, not the Hunour of the ä and he 


"Tw] 

who is moſt attach'd to his private, and 
„ leaft zealous for the publick Intereſt, is 
“ in effect the true Patriot. 


*« WIS Do will teach a Miniſter, who 

„ prefers the Character of a Nation to their 

© Riches; to burden the People with ex- 

« ceſſive Taxes; to give large Penſions to 

6“ his Creatures; to ſell Trade to neigh- 

“ bouring States; to ruin Manufactures by 

„ groundleſs Quarrels with the People who 

“e take them off; and by theſe Means drive 

* „ the Workmen into Foreign Countries. 

28 <« Wiſdom will direct him to keep up the 

c“ martial Genius of the People, and involve 

« them in Wars, though they paid the 

“ Charge on their own, and the Damage 

“ on the Side of the Enemy: She will ad- 
ce viſe him to plunge them in Debt, which 

© 1s ſo adyantageous to the Publick, in a- 

. © waking {nduſtry to extricate themſelyes ; 

„ that even in Time of Peace every 

« wiſe Miniſter will endeavour to enhance 

e the National Debt; and as he has no 
« Opportunity by real Wars, he will put 

the Publick to the ſame Expence by 

4 Preparations againſt pretended Invaſions ; 

“ and by trafficking with the People them- 

e ſelves, for their Votes to return Members 

& proper to puſb the true Intereſt of the 

_ C 2 Country: 


A R 


en 1 


b 


CF 
Country: I mean, by approving what- 
„ ever Meaſures the Miniſters ſhould think 

“ moſt conducive to the impoyeriſhing of it. 


cc You. ſeem, by your Looks, ſurprizꝰd 
4 to hear this from the Mouth of Wiſdom 
© herſelf; but your Wonder will ceaſe be- 
fore Pye done. I aver, that he whom the 
© World calls a true Patriot is a publick 
< Curſe; and will maintain, by irrefragable 
“Arguments, that the Miniſter who is 
de generally ſtyled a wicked one, nay, in 
© foro conſerentie is a wicked, corrupt, ſelf- 
< 1ntereſted.. Man, is a real publick- Bleſ- 
a, EL EE 


* LET a Miniſter and his Creatures tranſ- 
fer the publick Treaſure to their private 
« Uſe; build Palaces, and make the Blood 
*« and Treaſure of their Country ſubſer- 


« vient to their Ambition: Let them en- 


« groſs all Poſts of Honour and Profit to 
d themſelyes; grant Employments to none 
e but who will ſell his Conſcience” for a 
<« Place; exclude and ſtigmatize Men of 
© Merit as Fools and Madmen; let them 
«© by extraordinary and unprecedented Me- 
* thods, by ſuborn'd Witneſſes and corrupt 
Judges, jinflit Pains and Penalties on 
& ſuch as they ſhall deem Obſtacles to their 

1 6 Deſigns; 


== E\ 


(13) 

ce Deſigns, baniſh the Clear-ſighted, and 
(e brow-beat the Honeſt ; yet fuch a Miniſ- 
<« try would ſow the Seeds of Vi irtue among 
„ you, which can only take root in Necef- 
60 1 fa zty, and ſpring up in Honour and. Ke 

« putation + Such would awaken in you 
the Remembrance of a. God, and you 
« would then ſeek his Protection, whote 
very Being you almoſt deny in Proſpe- 
« rity: Such would make you look into 
cc your Liver, to find the Source of your 
«© Sufferings: Such would rouze you to 
« Induſtry, and make Arts and Sciences 
« flouriſh, and new Inventions frequent: : 
« Such would cauſe a diligent Search into 
“Nature, and puſh your Diſcoveries. Jn a 
c word, ſuch would make you a warlike 
Nation; for your People would rather 
< enter into Foreign Service, by which they 
© would gain Experience. than ſtarve at 
Home. © 


A 


„ Bur do not the Romans evince the 
„great Advantage of Poverty over Afflu- 
e ence? While this People was acquainted 
with Neceſſity, they were rich in Virtue; 
c but when Rzrhes had taken Poſſeſſion of 
«© their Hearts, Luxury debas'd them as 
* much as Poverty had render d em glo- 
5 rious. ES 752 
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c 14 ) 


« Hap Curius perl an E quipage; 
& or the wearing a Fillen Saſh, to his Pro- 
* « hit), (the Effect of Poverty,) he had not 
been contented with four Acres of Land, 


« he Quantity he diſtributed to every pri- 
4e vate Man: He thought and ſaid, None 
« ought to be a General, who could. not be 
cc content with. a common Soldier's Share. 
cc Neither would the ſame Curius, if he 
c had not known the Advantages of Po- 


c verty, have render'd his Name immortal, 
«by refuſing the Samnites Gold, while 


c he was cooking a few Turnips for his 


as own Dinner. 


* I HAVE queted this " HOWE 1 Mode- 
< ration, to prove that Poverty is the ſureſt 
« Guide to Honour; and I could bring you 


« Examples to evince, that it holds good 
« in Publick States as well as in Private 


“ Perſons. 


„NEckss Iv gave the # ranks Poſſeſſion 
“ of France; and Alexander the 3 
« underſtood the Virtues of Neceſſity 
« yell, that he gave away all he = A 
« fore he enter'd on the Perſian Expedition; 
6“ for he could have hoped no Succeſs, had 
ot he not pot himſelf under her Protection. 


60 . | 


0.453 
1 allow it's poſſible that a ſingle Man 
ce may be moderate in an eaſy Fortune, 
“ and in the moſt eminent Poſts, nay, Eng- 
G and can now boaſt a Curius as to Pro- 
<« bity; and it is your peculiar Happineſs 
„to have this Day at the Helm, a Man 
„ whoſe Example is as bright as his publick 
« Zeal is conſpicuous: He has no View 
© but that of raiſing the Britiſb Name; 
© and errs in no Point of Wiſdom, but pur- 
© ſuing his Deſigns in an ; erroneous Me- 
© thod, by the Introduction of Eaſe and 
Plenty. I think I have demonſtrated 
„this muſt tend to Ruin; and there is but 
one Way to prevent the deſtructive Con- 
% ſequence of ſuch a Deſign, and that is, 
4 for the whole Nation to copy the Probity, 
public Spirit, OEconomy, Prudence, 
« Moderation, and Courage of this Great 
„ Man. But I ſhould not be Wi ſdom, 
«© could I hope ſo general a Reform ; for 


Men are more ready to admire than ini- 
“ tate theſe glaring Virtues. 


« Thx Mopksrx of this Great Man is 
3 — 


HRE a Cobler making a Noiſe at my 


Chamber « Door, for Twopence for Heel- 
= Plecing 


* 


„ 


ſtepp d in, and pacify d us both. 


a Pair of Shoes, about ſix Months 
roke in upon my Meditation, Wil- 
dom diſappear*d; for the Fellow put me 
in a Paſſion, by inſiſting a little too warm- 


piecing 
ſince, 


ly upon prompt Payment; but Neceſſi 2 
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